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He is distant. He makes us do the effort. We have to come up to Him. We
have to change. We have to go into the mikvah to cure our faults. We have to
be a more loving father and husband and spouse. We know we can correct
these things. We have to go into the mikvah, immerse ourselves, and come out.
Then there is the other type of sins in which we are embroiled. In the middle
of our personality we have adopted all sorts of ideologies and foolish positions
which make it almost impossible for us, without rethinking everything, to
change our ways. This is the Teshuva that we are given the opportunity to do,
especially on Yom Kippur, because G-d comes down and gives His hand to
those who have sinned, and He brings us out. G-d, Who comes down to us. In
the Haphtorah that we say during normal fast days we say, "Seek G-d where He
can be found." Here we talk about G-d extending His hand to the sinners and
lifting us up. This is the type of Teshuva that it is imperative that we do on
Yom Kippur. This is the type of Teshuva in which G-d is there waiting for us.
He is there extending His hand to help us. How do we achieve this type of
Teshuva? We achieve this type of Teshuva by gathering together with all our
brethren, the sons and daughters of Israel and praying together, because we

have to be part of a community. We have to believe in the eternity of the
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Jewish people. We have to believe in spirituality. Here we can palpably feel it
on Yom Kippur. That is why Rav, himself, said that the day of Yom Kippur,
itself, purifies. This is, of course, illustrated in Rabbi Akiva's life, Rabbi
Akiva who came from Canaanite ancestry, who could not read until he was 40
years old, who was a lowly shepherd, but who knew that he could change. He
could be somebody, especially with the support of his wife, Rachel. We know
that we can be better than we can be. We know that we can be the right role
models for our children. It does not mean that our children will not slip, but
they will come back to the Derech HaMelech if we lead the correct and right
lives, but we have to be sincere and meaningful. We cannot just be all show
and no substance, as I talked about last night. In fact, much of what passes for
religiosity in America today is nothing but fake, how I can out-frum you, which
is a fake type of religion. We are supposed to modestly walk before the Lord
our G-d. Those people who claim that they are religious and then beat their
wives, or their people who claim they are religious and belittle their wives or
children, or those people who claim to be religious and cheat in business. In
fact, I know a young man who used to idolize his father until his father took

him into the business. When he saw what his father did in business, he would
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not talk to his father again and he moved out of town. How many times do we
know Jews who have given up their religion because they see that there is a
great dichotomy between what their father and mother preach and what they do.
We have to be role models. Do we want our children to still stay Jewish?
Yaacov knew his children would stay Jewish because they said, "Listen, Israel.”
They had the role model of Yisroel. "Listen, Israel, the Lord our G-d, the
Lord is one, the Lord that we learned about in your home when we saw how
you observed things and did things. You did not say to us, 'Oh, I'll give
charity. You don't have to give charity. You don't have to go to shul. I'll go
to shul for you.' You believed it yourself and did it yourself and learned it

yourself, so your children learned it also."

This is the importance of this holiday. Yes, we have to correct our own faults.
We have to climb into that mikvah and emerge pure, but we also have to
acknowledge that G-d is reaching out to us. He is helping us. He is telling us,
"Listen, shed your foolish ideologies. Shed your foolish false notions. Be the
proper role model that you should be for your children, and then your children

will be Jews." That is a very important principle to think about on this holiday.
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That is why we mention the forefathers and our mothers so often in the

davening because they are our role models. They teach us how we should be

have, and how we should behave to our children as well.

1 am reminded of the story they tell about a coach who had a terrible temper.
He was supposed to be number one but ended up sixth. All the reporters asked
him, "What are you going to do for next year? Are you going to get rid of
your fullback?” The coach replied, "No, I am going to get rid of my
drawback.” That is imperative upon us. Do we want our children to be able to
say, "Hear, Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one,"” so we can truly say
Baru Shain Fel Malchuso???. On this Yom Kippur we are gathered together as
families so we can truly say, "Yes, there is a Gd in the world. Yes, He gives
us responsibility. Yes, we are dedicated to that responsibility. Yes, we are
going to fulfill our responsibility. We are not going to be wicked and cruel in
observing the mitzvahs.” You can observe the mitzvahs and use them as whips

when you have children. You can use them in the wrong possible way. You

can use them to make yourself superior to other people. Is that what we are

trying to do? You can use them also to make yourself inferior to other people,

10




image11.png
YOM KIPPUR 1998
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

which is also wrong. We have to learn to always conduct ourselves in such a

way that our children will always say Shma Yisroel, "Hear, Israel, hear Jewish

people, the Lord is our G-d, which means also My G-d, the Lord is one.”

I am reminded of the story they tell about a woman named Anna who was about
ready to get married in 1946. As you all know, on Yom Kippur we are
supposed to bless our children. That is specifically mandated for Yom Kippur,
a special blessing for our children. Anna was about ready to get married in
April 1946 and she was sitting in a chair waiting for the bedecking when all of
a sudden for only the second time in seven years did she start to cry. Her eyes
were overflowing with tears, almost uncontrollably. Her choson was about
ready to enter. There was only one other time that she had cried like this, and
that was in April 1945 in Bergen Belsen. She had been afflicted with typhus
and she was wandering around aimlessly, hardly able to put one foot ahead of

the other when she knew that if she did not manage to stay awake she would not

make it. Suddenly, she came to a hill and started to climb this hill. For some
reason, she felt that if she could make it to the top of the hill, she would live.

As she was getting closer and closer to the top she called out for her father.
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She knew that her father was also in Bergen Belsen. Suddenly, she felt his
warm hands embrace her head as he had done in their home six years before.
Every Friday night he would bless her and say, "May G-d bless you and keep
you. May G-d shine His countenance upon you and be gracious unto you.

May the Lord lift up His countenance to you and give you peace.” She heard
these words and was greatly comforted. She made it to the top of the hill and
fell asleep. When she awoke, the camp had been liberated by the British. They
took her to a hospital where she recovered. After she recovered, she wanted to
go back to Bergen Belsen to that hill that she had climbed. When she went
back, she realize that that hill was a mound, and beneath that mound was a
mass grave. In that mass grave were the bones of her father. Today was her
wedding day. The choson was about ready to enter. It is a Chassidic custom
that when the choson enters to see that the bride is the real bride and the groom
is the real groom, that the fathers of the choson and the bride bless the bride.
The mothers and bridesmaids are all surrounding the couple. As the groom
entered, all of a sudden once again she felt the warm embrace of her father's
hands on her head and he said those words as are customary at a bedecking.

"May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord lift up His countenance
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upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord shine His countenance upon
you and give you peace." Then he said, "My daughter, be happy and have
many children.” At that moment, she could not help it. She shouted out,
"Shma Yisroel," and she swore she could hear, and other people seemed to
confirm it, that her father also said, "Blessed be the name of His glorious
kingdom forever and ever." We are about ready to say yizkor. On this day of
Yom Kippur we ask G-d to forgive us for our sins and for the sins of the House
of Israel. We have to improve. We have to be better Jews so we are better
role models for our children so that our children will want to continue Judaism
so our children will understand the importance of spirituality, so that our
children will transmit to their children the lessons of Judaism. We know that
the values of Esau are wrong; the values of Yaacov are right. In our prayers we
always reiterate the fact that although we will not live more than 120 years, the
Jewish people will always survive so that G-d's will on this earth will be done,
so this world can be redeemed. Let us all hope and pray that we all be part of
this process and that future generations will come to shul, too, to say yizkor for
us. Amen.
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We all know that Yom Kippur is a unique holiday, but how is Yom Kippur a
unique holiday? After all, we have many fast days in the Jewish calendar. It is
true that Yom Kippur is the only Biblically ordained fast day, but on Tisha
B'Av we also fast for 25 hours and abstain from all those things we abstain
from on Yom Kippur. It is true that on Yom Kippur we say Selichos, but we
have been saying Selichos since before Rosh Hashonna. It is true that on Yom
Kippur we say Ovinu Malkeynu, but we have been saying Ovinu Malkeynu for
the whole ten days of repentance. What is it that marks Yom Kippur as being

unique?

The rabbis tell us that there is one thing we do on Yom Kippur which we do
not do during the whole year, and that is that we say, "Blessed be the name of
His glorious kingdom forever and ever." Normally, when we say the Shma we
say it out loud, and then we say 7??? silently, and then we can say, "And you
shall love the Lord your G-d with all your heart and with all your soul.”

People think that the Shma is a prayer, but the Shma is not a prayer. The Shma
is a declaration directed to Israel. "Hear, Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is

"

one.
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One is that it was the response in the Temple. The other is that this refers to
the first Yisroel, to Jacob, who is known as Yisroel, and on his deathbed he
gathered together all his children, and he asked them what they believed. They
said, "Hear, Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one.” Then Jacob said,
"Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever," because he
knew that his children would stay Jewish. Why was he afraid they would not
remain Jewish? It is true they have faults, and he reproved them for these
faults on his deathbed, but he knew they would stay Jewish. Why was he afraid
they would not remain Jewish? He remembered his brother, Esau. Esau was
his twin brother. True, a fraternal twin, but he had just about the same genes
as Yaacov. He was raised in the same home, with the same parents, had the
same education, and, yet, Esau turned against the Jewish religion, although at
the end of his life the rabbis say he came back, but it was too late for his
children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Why did Esau turn against
his religion? The rabbis say he turned against the religion because of what is
signified by his name. Esau means it was done. He was all completed. The

world was just cause and effect. There is no free will. If there is no free will,
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there cannot be any Teshuva, any spirituality. When people talk about
materialism and talk about communism being dialectical to materialism, it does
not mean that the communists believe you should have a house with five
bedrooms and bathrooms and two cars and a swimming pool. That is
Americanism, not materialism. Materialism means that there is no spirituality
in the world, that everything is cause and effect, that you are just like an ant,
like a rodent, like a cockroach. That is what Kafka wrote about, that we are all
cockroaches and are all alienated here. There is nothing we can do. We are
swept along by the currents of history, and that is what those communists who
sacrifice so much for communism and were willing to die for communism
believed they were just following the currents of history, the currents of history
that led to the garbage heap, thank G-d. Communism was false. Communism
was based on a deviant Newton. Newton believed everything was cause and
effect, and he applied it to all human affairs, and we know that was wrong, but
that was Esau's position. Dialectical determinism, materialism, his position was
clear. What did he need with a birth right? The rabbis say that Avraham died
five years early because G-d did not want him to see his grandson Esau going

bad ways. The rabbis say that on the day Avraham died, Esau went to pieces.
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That was the day he committed his first murder with a group of ruffians,
because he said life is foolish and no good. Life needs nowhere. Look at
Abraham. He died. What did he live for? Nothing. There is nothing to life.
That's why when Jacob saw that he broke the birth right for a bunch of lentils
because Esau had no use for it. He did not believe in spirituality. He did not
believe that we are doing something important here in life. We are changing
things. We are making things better. We are not informing life with any type
of spirituality, Esau said. The rabbis say after he ate the lentils he was as
hungry as before because it did not mean anything to him. His other name was
Edam, which is red, and it comes from the word Adomo, and you come from
the dust and go to the dust. There is nothing to life. You do not leave anything
behind. You are not a partner with G-d. There is no such thing as spirituality.
This position of Esau's was held by many in our own century. This is what
caused the yeshivas of eastern Europe to empty. There was no spirituality;
there was only cause and effect. What saved us from this type of position was
modern science. The Von Heisenberg principle said the very act of observing
something changes it. The scientific laws became probabilities and not firm

laws, and, most important of all, Quantum Mechanics, which says that even
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when you are dealing with electrons and atoms, their behavior is not always
determined by their past, that they make quantum leaps, as human beings can
make quantum leaps. They can change. They can be better. They do not have
to do into the same rut. This has caused a revolution in our thinking, which has
opened up the world once again for the children of Yaacov to be Yaacov and

not to be Esau.

This is what we are talking about when we talk about Teshuva. Why is it that
in all our prayers we say, "G-d, just as You have answered our forefathers,
answer us. Help us to be different because these stories reaffirm the fact that
people can change, that people can be different, that people can be more than
they are today." The rabbis tell us that there are two types of Tumah. In fact,
Rabbi Soloveitchik used to like to quote the homily of Rabbi Akiva. He says,
"Before Who are you purified? You are purified before the Lord your G-d.”
And we compare G-d to a person who is Rachtiel Alechem Chayim, that Gd is

throwing upon us water, and also that G-d is Mikvah Yisroel, that He is the

mikvah of Israel, because you know there are two different types of

uncleanliness. There are two different types of moral impurity. One has to do
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with our own moral failings. We know about our failings. Some of us are
much too short with the people we love. Some of us act selfishly. Some of us
act foolishly. We know that. We say that in the Oshamnu. We know that we
do these things, but these are actually things that are outside ourselves, to a
certain extent. They are shortcomings of our personality which we realize we
can try to change, just as there are two different levels of Tameem. There is a
Tameem that we incur when we come into contact with a dead rat or weasel or
we have a certain kind of flow or different kinds of things, the ugliness of the
world, so to speak. We immerse ourselves in a mikvah and bow our heads and
go into the mikvah, and we come out at the end of the day pure and purified.
We can do all the effort ourselves. Then there is a type of Tameem which is
different. That is when you come into contact with a dead person. There you
cannot bring yourself out of this Tameem all by yourself. You have to be
sprinkled with the ashes of the red heifer on the third day and the seventh day,
and then you go into the mikvah. You cannot do it all by yourself. We know
that there are two types of Teshuva, in a way. There is one type of Teshuva
which has to do with our own personal defects. We climb up to Jerusalem.

This is the Teshuva we do all year round. G-d is there is there to help us, but




